Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.065; wR factor = 0.155; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
The title compound, C 15 H 11 FO 2 , is an important intermediate in the synthesis of side-chain ligands for polymeric liquid crystals. The vinyl group is almost coplanar with both the aromatic rings. The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Methyl 4-(4-fluorostyryl)benzoate 0.8g (0.0031moles) and sodium hydroxide 0.126g (0.0031 moles) were dissolved in a mixture of 10 ml of methanol and 30 ml of water, and the mixture refluxed for 3 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature and acidified with 6M HCl. The precipitated solid was filtered and recrystallized from hot ethanol. Yield: 76%, m.p: 240-252°C, R f = 0.22 (n-hexane : ethyl acetate 7 : 3). IR (ν max , KBr, cm -1 ): 3300-2500, 1715, 1620, 1600, 1580, 1188, 1119, 965,834 . 
Refinement
The O-bound H atom was refined isotropically. All the other H atoms were placed in idealized positions and treated as riding atoms with C-H distance in the range 0.95-0.99 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I) showing atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. 
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